	Common Social Studies Questions and Key Words that tell me which
	Type of Thinking Maps or How do I use this?

	Describe (Tell all you know)

· Tell about

· What are the reasons for?

· What are the characteristics?

· What are the feelings?


	Bubble Map

	Compare and Contrast

· Compare and contrast these two people, places, events, challenges, situations, etc…

· How are these ________ similar and different?

· How do these connect/ tie in?
	Double-Bubble 

Map

	Explain (Tell how and why)

· Give a summary or summarize

· Tell the most important…

· What are the main ideas, supporting ideas, details?

· Give your opinion…
	Tree Map                  main idea

	Order (tell chronologically)

· What is the order of events?

· What happened in the beginning, middle and end?

· What was the sequence of events?


	Flow Map

	Cause and Effect (tell what happened and why)

· What are the causes and effects of the event?

· What caused this event? How did this event change the nation, world, etc.?

· Why did this event happen?

· Predict the effects of this event
	Multi-Flow Map


EmPower- An Essay Writing Plan for all essays
1. Evaluate: 
a. Ask yourself, “What do I have to do?”

b. Make sure you understand the question asked or the assignment by marking it up

c. HINT: underline key words in assignment and circle the 1 or 2 verbs that you think give you the best information about what type of thinking map best fits your assignment.

2. Make a Plan
a. Choose an thinking map (also called organizer/ brain frame)

b. Start doing the research or work you need to answer the question being asked.


3. Organize 

a. Create the thinking map and organize your ideas by collecting evidence and citing your sources

b. Make sure it is detailed enough to write your essay from

4. Work 

a. Create a writing map (If you have a tree map, that is usually just planning your Introduction and Conclusion. If you have other maps, it might mean creating a tree map to write from)

b. Ask yourself, “How should I order my ideas?” and mark that on your map if you haven’ already.

c. Write your paper


5. Evaluate 

a. Improve your work by editing the content and mechanics

b. Reread all rubrics and directions to make sure you’ve done what is asked

c.  read it aloud and having someone else read/edit it too.

6. Rework
a. Rewrite your paper until you feel it is the best it can be.
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