How to write a good analogy comparison.

There is a specific format to help do this well

1. Your first sentence tells the reader what analogy you are making.

2. Then, list the similarity (or the category of info) you are about to discuss.

3. Briefly prove how the non-historical item fits this category

4. Lastly, prove how your historical event fit this category using lots of historical details that really shows you know what you are talking about.

This time period is like buying a new car.
  First, both require someone to consider a lot of information.
 When you are trying to buy a new car, there are a lot of things to consider: what brand, what color, what size, etc.
 When learning the 1600’s, there are a lot of things to keep in mind. For example, if you are learning about the Salem Witch trials, you need to think about the environment of Salem in order to imagine what caused the trials. The year of the Salem Witch Trials had the ideal weather conditions for Ergot fungus to grow on rye. Salem was also isolated, so it would have been easy to convince the people that there were witches. When looking at the Salem witch trials, you also have to think about what was going on at that time with Native Americans. They were at war with the English, so the settlers at Salem were already on edge and thought that the Natives were Devil worshippers.

 Another reason this time period is like buying a new car is that in both cases, people have different perspectives. 
Some people want fast cars, some people want safe cars, and some people want big cars.
 People also had different perspectives when thinking about this time period. After King Phillip’s War, the English killed Phillip, and cut off his head to keep as a trophy. From the Native American perspective, this was cruel and unnecessary, but from the English perspective, it was a sensible way to show their strength and keep other tribes at bay.  
People also have different perspectives about the 13 colonies. Some people wanted to settle in the Southern colonies where they could own slaves and grow tobacco, while others wanted to live in places like Pennsylvania so they could practice their religion freely. Some people wanted to live in the North where there was lumber to build ships. 

�There’s step one. I know what comparison this author is making!


�Ah HA! Step two is accomplished  I know what similarity they are trying to show between the two items. 


�Good—the author showed me why the now historical item fits the category and did it quickly to leave more time and space for the historical comparison and proof.


�Bravo! The author showed how the historical item fit the category too. Along the way, they have quite a bit of specific historical info.


�Starting the whole process over with similarity #2. Nicely done.


�Again…see how qquickly they proved their non historical point and moved on!


�Historical proof for this category with specific facts! Yay!


�More historical proof. What’s best is that when I look at the whole piece of writing, the author included proof from all different parts of the unit—Puritan/NA relations, Salem, and 13 colonies. 





