Writing Tips: Do’s and Don’ts for writing essays in Social Studies in Gr. 7 and Gr. 8
Do’s...
· Make sure that all writing is in past tense in history essays.

· Make sure that you write in the third person format. No  using “I”,“I think”, “You” “In my opinion”, or “we” in essays. You can use the word “one” as a substitute if  needed. Ex: “When one looks at history, it is clear that Washington faced many challenges”
· Make sure that all the writing is in your words--significantly different than the words of your sources.

· Put each main idea in a separate paragraph started by a topic sentence.

· Make sure that each paragraph has at least four sentences.

· Make sure that each sentence is complete--no fragments or run-ons.

· Make sure you use transition words (“First, Next, then, In conclusion..” to make your arguments extra clear to the reader.)

· Make sure you have spelled words correctly. 

· Make sure you are using the word you want. For example, there vs. their.

· Try to  put in dates when possible to make the history clear as you can.

Don’ts....
· Don’t use informal or vague words such as “thing” or “stuff” .  A formal essay should sound different than the way you talk.

· Don’t use the same words (especially verbs) over and over again, especially in the same paragraph.

· Don’t tell the reader what you plan to do. For example, don’t do this: “In this essay, I am going to write about Clara Barton and tell you her life story and how she became a famous nurse” Instead, just do it!
· Don’t assume that the reader has a lot of prior knowledge of the event/issue. Explain the background and prove your point. If you are not sure how much background is too little or too much, write a sample paragraph and bring it to your teacher.

Specific tips for the First and Last Paragraphs of an essay
First Paragraph: The first paragraph should be short and signal the reader what the topic of the essay is. The first sentence or two can be colorful or dramatic—think of what you’ve learned bout leads in English over the years. After that, you should  get to tthesis as quickly as possible. Your thesis is the last sentence of the first paragraph. It tells the reader the main point you are going to prove in the essay.

HINT: Often times, essay assignments have multiple parts. If that is the case, your thesis can be a longer, more complicated sentence separated by a semil-colon.It can also be 2 sentences. 

Help: Your thesis can look something like this: 

Essay #1: Washington faced many challenges, such as _______, ______, and _______; in the end, Washington’s greatest challenge was _____________.

Essay #2: Washington and Bush faced many challenges; however, _______ definitely faced a tougher situation as President than _________.

Last Paragraph :The last paragraph is the one where you are showing your opinion. Either you are telling me which challenge was hardest for Washington, or you are telling me who had the harder presidency.

It is important that you do more than just repeat why your choice was a challenge. INSTEAD, you must tell me why this challenge was greater than the others. 

For example,  imagine you decide that being first was Washington’s biggest challenge, but the other two you mentioned were money problems and foreign nations. 

DON”T use the last paragraph to just repeat what you already said about what precedents he had to make, etc. Use it to tell me why being first was a bigger challenge  than the other two. This argument may be a logical one that doesn’t require lots of data or specific facts.

To HELP: You may use this topic sentence or something like it to start your final paragraph.

Essay #1: In conclusion, Washington’s biggest challenge was ____________ for several  reasons…

Essay #2: When one compares both presidencies, it is clear that __________ had a tougher presidency for several reasons…

